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140 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

Then follows the treatment of " Men as Candidates for the Kingdom," 
and, still later, " God, the Sovereign of the Kingdom." There is a 
refreshing breadth as well as clearness in the handling of these topics 
which make it a model of its kind. If catechisms are necessary for 
the instruction of our Christian youth, no more useful book of the 
sort could be found than this unpretending, but thoroughly scholarly, 
manual. An adapted translation of it for our churches would be a not 
unacceptable boon. G. S. G. 



What the Bible Teaches : A Thorough and Comprehensive Study 
of all the Bible has to Say concerning the Great Doctrines 
of which it Treats. By R. A. Torrey, Superintendent of 
the Bible Institute, Chicago. New York, Chicago, and 
Toronto: The F. H. Revell Co., 1898. Pp. 539. $2.50. 

It is not possible to welcome this large volume with anything 
approaching enthusiasm. It represents a dying theory of inspiration, 
which views every word of the Old and New Testaments as equally 
authoritative. It is organized on a vicious system which draws the- 
ological propositions from texts isolated from their surroundings and 
interpreted as though they were individual divine utterances dropped 
down from heaven. It views the Old Testament as a hunting ground 
for predictions of Jesus Christ, his earthly activity, and his second 
coming. The banality of some of its statements is only equaled by 
their originality. From Acts 16 : 25 the proposition is inferred and 
solemnly put forth that "The prisoner should pray in prison." From 
Ps. 78:29 comes the following, "Angels eat." From Gen. 2:19 is 
drawn the conclusion that " Man was created with sufficient intellec- 
tual capacity to give names to all living creatures," and hence " the 
development of man from an originally low order of intellectual 
beings closely resembling the ape, is a figment of unbridled imagina- 
tion falsely dubbed science. There is absolutely not one fact to 
sustain it." 

The kind of biblical "science" which the author puts forth may 
seem to him " a thorough and comprehensive study of all the Bible has 
to say concerning the great doctrines of which it treats," but to any- 
one who really understands what the study of the Bible means and 
what a claim like that put forth in the words quoted above involves, 
this book is little less than a travesty. It starts the student on a 
faulty method, cultivates in him a narrow conception of the Bible, and 
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turns him out unable to interpret the book in the light of the best 
knowledge that scholars are today disseminating with ever widening 
range and ever increasing force. The spirit and the ability to inter- 
pret Scripture fostered by it is discerned in the following comment on 
John 8:55:/. . . . keep his word : "To keep God's word means more 
than to obey his commandments. A man may obey commandments 
without hearty love to them, but we guard that which we regard as a 

precious treasure. This Jesus did This esteem for His 

Father's word was a peculiar mark of His love to the Father. The 
Destructive Critics profess to love God. How little of it they show in 
this way. They are ready to give away God's word to the first plausi- 
ble sophist that advances a high-sounding argument for surrendering 
some precious portion of the word of God." 

Most scholars who write upon the teaching of the Bible would 
shrink from the assumption involved in the title of this book. Is it 
the author's theory of his relation to the Bible and its Author that 
leads him naturally to such a confidence in his expository power ?. 

It is not necessary to deny the earnestness or the sincerity of. those 
who advocate and practice such methods of Bible study as that carried 
to an extreme in the present volume. The possession of these quali- 
ties by the author renders it all the more lamentable that they should 
be devoted to a task which is obstructive rather than constructive and 
progressive. The book will doubtless do good in some quarters, but 
it will do infinitely more harm. It is one more stumbling-block in 
the way of a sound interpretation of the Scriptures, one more weight 
to be removed in the onward progress of true knowledge and study of 
the revelation of God. G. S. G. 



The Christian Pastor and the Working Church (International 
Theological Library). By Washington Gladden, D.D., 
LL.D., author of Applied Christianity, Who Wrote the Bible ? 
Ruling Ideas of the Present Age, etc. New York : Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1898. Pp. xiv-f-485. $2.50, net. 

Dr. Gladden is already well known as a writer of books that are 
alive to modern inquiries, and are specially stimulating in directing 
thought of the Christian community to social problems. It is there- 
fore to be expected that in dealing with the office of the Christian 
pastor, as distinct from that of the preacher, he should have approached 
his subject with a thoroughly modern spirit. Many of the chapters of 



